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FREE 3,500 circulation

visit us on www.phsofnew.org and facebook.com

Wesołych Świąt
Bożego Narodzenia
oraz wszystkiego
najlepszego
w Nowym Roku
Merry Christmas
and All the Best
in the New Year
from PHS Board

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 18 & December 3, 1:00 PM and 3:00 PM – Polish Film Festival at
UW-Madison
Union South Marquee Theater. Free to the public. Films are screened in the original language with English subtitles. http://www.polishfilmfest.com/index.html
December 1 – Annual PHC Madison Wigilia Celebration
Goodman Community Center, 149 Waubesa St, Madison, WI. By reservation only;
phcwisconsin@gmail.com
December 2, 10:00 AM–2:00 PM – Holiday Bazaar & Champagne Brunch
Polish Center of Wisconsin, 6941 South 68th St, Franklin, WI.
December 2, 3:00 PM – Polish Mass
St Cecilia Catholic Church, 603 Oak St, Wisconsin Dells, WI. Phone: 608 254 8381
December 8, 12:00 PM – Poppy Seed Pastry Class
Polish Heritage Society in Madison, www.phcwi-madison.org
December 13 – PHS Board Meeting
Perkins, 2800 S Oneida, Green Bay, WI. Meetings are open to public.
December 15 – 2018 Polish Heritage Society Christmas Party.
See right for information.
January 10 – PHS Board Meeting
Perkins, 2800 S Oneida, Green Bay, WI. Meetings are open to public.
January 11 – Newspaper article deadline.
Submit articles to Malgosia at malgosiadaugherty@yahoo.com
January 21, 6:30 PM – Newspaper distribution meeting
255 Terraview Dr, Green Bay, WI.
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Wigilia – a remedy
to our mixed-up world?
BY ROBERT STRYBEL

Remember the Norman Rockwell-style
images of the typical, loving American family
that once graced magazine covers and wall calendars? Around the picture-perfect Thanksgiving or Christmas table sat a sweet white-haired
grandmother, smiling aunts and uncles, well-behaved children in their holiday best and their
happy parents – all admiring a kindly whitehaired grandfather carving the done-to-perfection roast turkey.
But suddenly that image evaporates and
here we are in 2018! Grandpa is not good-natured, but snappy and impatient, waiting for
all this “family togetherness” to end so he can
visit the wild divorcee he’s been seeing since
grandma passed away last year. Fourteen-yearold vegetarian Heather makes faces of disgust at
the “cannibalistic murder of that poor innocent
turkey.” Her 16-year-old sister Holly is sulking
because her parents won’t let her get a tattoo and
tongue stud.
And then there is cousin Jennifer and her...
ah-er-um “live-in lover,” “common-law husband,” “shack-up partner” or whatever they’re

Christmas Party
This year PHS Christmas Party will be held on
December 15th, 2018
at the Aging Resource
Center at 300 S. Adams Street in Green
Bay. Like every
year, we are starting at 11:30am
with lunch being
served at noon. We
will be serving the
meal potluck style. If
your last name begins with A-J please bring
appetizers, salads, vegetable, or fruit. If your last
name begins with K-R, please bring a main dish.
If your last name begins with S-Z, please bring
a dessert. Polish sausage and opłatki will be provided.
The event is free to the members of our society and there is a charge of $10/person for all
the quests.
Please make your reservations by December
12th to Mike Wichowski at 920 217 7701. Please
leave a message with your name and the number of people who will be attending. Wesołych
Świąt!

called these days, who have come to
show off their new baby Justin.. They
not only have no intention of ever getting married or even having little Justin
baptized but kept right on chatting during grace. The teenagers quickly wolfed
down the food it took their hosts so long
to prepare and dashed off to text and play
computer games in the next room.
Does any of this sound familiar?
Obviously, no one remedy can solve all
kinds of personal issues. But maybe,
just maybe, some aspects of our Polish
Wigilia tradition could help soothe a few
frazzled nerves and smooth some of the
rough edges a bit.
For one, it is a time to set aside old
grudges and let bygones be bygones,
because you simply can’t dislike someone you share the opłatek with. And
then there is the recurring theme: “How
you are on Christmas Eve, you will be
all year.” Surely, nobody in his right
mind would actually want to be angry,
depressed or at loggerheads with their
kinfolk or fellow-man throughout the
following year.
Then there is the exceptional nature
of Polish Christmas Eve. Compared to
other family meet-ups, on this one night
a year everything is special, different
and unique including many of the oncea-year foods served on this occasion.
The Wigilia menu is a true vegetarian’s
delight. There may be no soyburgers or
tofu on the table, but there is a wide array of interesting dishes to choose from:
meatless soups, gołąbki, pierogi and
other treats incorporating mushrooms,
sauerkraut, other veggies, noodles and
grains as well as pancakes, fruit-based
desserts and nut and poppyseed cakes.
Rounding it all up are our Polish
kolędy, probably the world’s most beautiful carols, which certainly create a
deeper, richer, more meaningful mood
than “Jingle Bells” or “Frosty the Snowman.” And even the little kids are in for
a treat. They get to open their presents
right after Christmas Eve supper, while
their non-Wigilia-celebrating playmates
have to wait until the next day. It’s something to think about when trying to decide whether or not to celebrate the traditional Polish Wigilia with your loved
ones this year.
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History Center honors
US airmen in1920
Polish-Bolshevik War
While commemorating the
1920 Battle of Warsaw, in which
Polish troops defeated the invading Red Army, the Zajezdnia
History Center in the SW Polish
city of Wrocław paid tribute to
American aviators including
General Merian C. Cooper,
the founder of the Kościuszko
Squadron during the Polish-Soviet War. “Americans helped
Poland at a time when a reborn
Poland was on the verge of losing its independence” said the
director of the centre, Marek
Mutor. After returning to America, Cooper became a movie
producer, and his most famous
production was the 1933 movie
“King Kong.”

Auschwitz survivor
suing German TV
A 97-year-old Pole, who
survived
Nazi
Germany’s
Auschwitz death camp, is suing
the German ZDF TV network
for calling Nazi camps “Pol-

ish,” recalled When publicizing
a forthcoming documentary,
ZDF referred to Germany’s
Auschwitz and Majdanek camps
in occupied Poland, as “Polish,”
Karol Tendera recalled. Earlier
this year, Poland passed a law
to penalize blaming the Polish
nation or state for crimes committed by the German Third
Reich. ZDF eventually corrected the wording of its trailer and
later apologized, but a Kraków
court ruled that it must publish a
specifically-worded apology on
its website. A German court then
ruled that such a demand violated the station’s “freedom of expression,” prompting Tendera to
take the matter to the European
Tribunal of Justice.

Pole is Europe’s
champion firefighter
Rafał Bereza representing
the fire department brigade in
the eastern town of Chełm, beat
170 other European competitors in the Firefighter’s Combat
Challenge (FCC). held in Bükfürdő, Hungary recently. Five
other Poles joined Bereza in

Young Sister Mary Thomas to the rescue

Little Ronnie Mazur’s opłatek
BY ROBERT STRYBEL

Ed Mazur and Mary Kowalski had been born and raised
in the old Polish neighborhood of a major Midwestern
city. Both had attended Saint
Stanislaus elementary and high
school and had said “I do”
in the parish church” before
bringing three children into the
world. Like many PolAm families across the nation, in the
mid-1970s, the Mazurs moved
to a better-to-do All-American
suburb. They soon found that

every major change in life takes
some getting used.
Back in the Polish North
End, the priests, nuns, neighbors, local merchants, car mechanics, milkmen, postmen
and most everyone else had all
pronounced their name Mazur
the proper way: MAH-zoor.
But in Lincoln Heights, people
Anglo-mangled it into Mazer
(rhyming with blazer). And it
didn’t end there.
It was December 23rd.

Thank You New members,
RENEWING MEMBERS, and Donors!
The Polish Heritage Society of Northeastern Wisconsin
is pleased to welcome new members Brian Whitlock, a gift
of membership of Richard Lazarski, and a new lifetime
member who is an anonymous friend and supporter. Congratulations and witamy!
This holiday season, consider a gift membership for a
friend or family member!
Renewing since our previous issue’s deadline are
society members Florence Ahasay of Green Bay, Austin
Mysliwiec of Pulaski, Leszek Golimowski of Marinette, Dr.
Christopher & Elaine Wagner of Raleigh, North Carolina,
Cyril Cieslewicz of Green Bay, the John Nuszkiewicz
Family of Seymour, Elterine Jankowski-Biggers of
Milwaukee, the Virginia Arendt Family of Green Bay,
Dawn Sisel of Muskego, Richard Lazarski of La Grange,
Illinois, Victoria Frederiksen of Stephenson, Michigan,
Doris Malcheski of Pulaski, Paul Jankowski of Murrels
Inlet, South Carolina, Gerald Smurawa of Pulaski, and
Shirley Kegel of Green Bay. Dobrze mieć Was z nami!
Thank you all for your support and interest in our Polish
heritage! If you have any membership status or financial
inquiries, please feel free to contact me. Also, your board
officers’ contact information is listed in this newspaper and
on the phsofnew.org website.
Paul M. Zwicker, Treasurer
(zwickerp@aol.com), phsofnew@gmail.com

the top ten, in a sport known as
Firefighter’s Combat Challenge
(FCC). Following his victors,
Bereza remarked: “A firefighter
is never alone, he’s got his gear,
sometimes a fire hose or a tool
to pry open a door. In the competition we carry 20 kilograms
(44 lbs) wearing full respiratory-protection mask, helmet,
gloves (...) and have to rescue
someone weighing 80 kilograms (176 lbs).” He now looks
forward to competing in the
worldwide FCC championships
taking place in mid-October in
the US.
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ernment agencies. “A fraction of
the reserves is maintained in the
form of term deposits at banks
with a high credit standing and
in gold,” the NBP explained.

increased by over 360,000. “Despite the significant increase in
the number of births in 2017, it
should be borne in mind that the
population processes that have
developed over almost the last
30 years have led to Poland entering another period of demographic crisis,” the office said. It
added that Poland experienced a
demographic crisis from 1997 to
2007, but the next one could last
longer.

CIA orders custom
Polish tableware
“Perhaps it was the result
of a visit by American soldiers
to our company, or maybe the
fact that our products are sold at
the Pentagon,” Helena Smoleńska, CEO of the Bolesławiec
potteryworks in southwestern
Poland. “It was a unique order,
one of a kind globally.” The biggest challenge was to render the
agency’s logo properly. Each
time it had to be painted by hand
with no templates used and the
color scheme had to meet the
CIA’s exacting requirements.
Bolesławiec exports 90 percent
of its products to 25 different
countries worldwide, with buyers in the United States snapping
up roughly half the shipments,

Poland has $112 billion
worth of reserve
assets – NBP reports
Poland’s reserve assets recently stood at $112.1 billion,
increasing by $3.2 billion, according to a report by the National Bank of Poland which
manages them. The report said
that, in managing foreign exchange reserves, it “gives priority to their safe investment and
the requisite level of liquidity”
while striving to maximize returns. The bank also said it had
invested the reserves in instruments such as Treasury securities and securities issued by international institutions and gov-

Bumper Polish apple
crop causes problems
While this year’s drought
and heat wave have damaged
or destroyed various crops in
Poland, apples were not among
them. On the contrary, a bumper
crop of them has been reported,
but finding buyers may prove a
problem, according to Waldemar
Żółcik, head of the association
of Polish fruit and vegetables
distributors. Poland is the largest
apple producer in the European
Union and second only to China
in the world. Last year the country produced around 3 million
tons of the fruit, of which more
than 1 million ton was exported.
Growers were forced to look for
new markets in the wake of a
Russian embargo on Polish fruit
in 2014.

Poland likely to shrink
by 2.8 million over the
next quarter-century
Poland’s Central Statistical
Office (GUS) said in a recent
analysis over the past 25 years
the country’s population had

Thinking that wafer-sharing
was a universal Catholic practice, Mrs Mazur sent sevenyear-old Ronnie, their eldest
son, to the local parish to get
the opłatek. The boy found a
few older ladies in the church
praying and asked one of
them where he could get some
opłatek. That drew a blank stare
so he tried to explain: “You
know the white host people
break for Christmas.” “A young
boy has no business breaking hosts, that’s sacrilegious!”
came the shocked parishioner’s
reply.
Ronnie went to the rectory
next door. The young priest who
answered the door didn’t know
what the boy was on about, and
Ronnie did not know the English word for opłatek. “Check
with the pastor, Knock on his
office door,” the priest advised.
. But, when he heard the boy
utter the word host,” the elderly Father McGregor said: “The
consecrated host is the Body

nad Blood of Christ. And only
an ordained priest is allowed
to touch it. It’s not something a
young boy like you should be
delving into.”
Frustrated and dismayed,
Ronnie walked over to the convent, Maybe the sisters will
know something. The middle-aged nun who opened the
door didn’t know what opłatek
was (Ronnie had stopped using
the word “host” because of the
reaction it triggered), but young
Sister Mary Thomas (Cathy
Nowak before taking her vows)
chimed in and said: “I think I
know what he’s after.”
“Tell your parents they
can get opłatek at Saint Boniface about two miles from here.
It’s a mixed German-Irish-Polish parish but they do have the
Christmas wafer.” the nun explained. “Thank you, sister,”
the boy beamed gratefully adding: “And Merry Christmas!”
“Wesołych Świąt to you too!”
the nun replied.
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_______________________________
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Poland trip report –
returning to Poland with my parents
JIM KRUZITSKI

In January of this year my wife and I
took a trip to Poland to meet my family in
the Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship
area of Poland. Many family members are
located in Bydgoszcz and the surrounding area. I provided a trip report that was
published in the April/May 2018 Polish
Heritage Society newsletter.

meeting the family in Poland. There were
eleven of us from the United States that
went to Poland for parts of the trip. Our
traveling party included my niece Emma
from Milwaukee, and my nephews Riley
from Minneapolis and Adam who is stationed in the US Army in Germany.
We flew Icelandic Air from Minne-

We decided to return to Poland in
October, after my Mother & Father, sister
Jeanne and cousin Patti took an interest in

apolis to Reykjavik and spent two days
there. We also flew to Manchester on the
way to spend time with my Polish cousin

who lives in Llandudno, Wales. We enjoyed our brief stays in both Reykjavik
and Llandudno.
We reached Poland via a Ryan Air
Flight from Manchester to Gdansk. After a brief stay in Gdansk we took a 1:40
train ride to Bydgoszcz, where the first
of the family meetings began.
The first family meeting was on
Friday, October 5. It was a dinner at the
flat of my Mother’s cousin Jadwiga.
Jadwiga’s son Krzysztof met us at the
hotel and took three trips to bring us to
Jadwiga’s flat. There were about twelve
people there, including five of us from the
United States. Jadwiga’s Granddaughter
Paulina translated for us, she is a linguist
as an occupation. Jadwiga had prepared
all of the wonderful Polish delicacies that
you would imagine. There were many
desserts as well. It was a wonderful meeting and we did not leave hungry.
The second family meeting was
a large dinner party at Kresowianka
Restaurant in Bydgoszcz on Saturday,
October 6. Krzysztof made all the arrangements. I counted about 40 people
in attendance, including about 10 people
who I had not met in January. Some had
driven as much as 4 hours to be there.
During the dinner I was surprised to receive a plaque that was a collaboration
of the family members. It reads “Special
thanks to Jim Kruzitski for his effort,

determination and engagement in finding his family in Poland. The Maśliński
Family. Bydgoszcz, October 2018”. I
was, and still am, moved beyond words.
This was my mother’s first chance to
meet her oldest living cousins Kazimierz
and Zofia, who are pictured here along
with Jadwiga. After dinner a bunch of us
made our way to a Pub that was actually
a boat on the Brda River for a night cap.
On Sunday, October 7 there was a
party in Zamość, which is about 15km
southwest of Bydgoszcz. This was arranged by my cousins Teresa, Renata, Grażyna and many others. Teresa’s
daughter Monika provided the language
translation for the evening. There were
another 40 people at this event, some
who had been in Bydgoszcz the night
before and some who I had met for the
first time. There was music, dancing,
food and libations.
On October 8 we checked out of the
Pod Orłem Hotel in Bydgoszcz, picked
up our rental van and drove to Inowrocław, where we would spend three
nights visiting relatives in Radziejów,
Czołowo and Szewce. Szewce is where
my Grandfather and Grandmother are
from, and we got to visit the locations
where my Mother’s parents were born
and raised. We also took a drive to Zgierz to meet Karol, the person responsible
for connecting me with my family members, and we met his parents.
The trip was a big success. My
mother has finally met her Polish relatives. My nieces and nephews in the
United States have established and are
maintaining friendships with their Polish relatives, and that is very satisfying
to me. Between the January and October
trips we have met 78 relatives in Poland.

A Wawel head defends
a wronged woman
During the reign of King
Sigismund Augustus a very
strange event took place in the
Head Hall. One of the heads
spoke up in human voice during a trial and defended an unjustly accused woman.
The woman was a poor
widow whom one of the Cracovian haberdashers had brought
before the king and accused of
theft. She was supposed to have
stolen from his stall in the market
a precious belt with embroideries in silver and gold. Although
the woman swore she was innocent of the deed, nobody be-

CZARNUSZKA SOUP BAR

YOU WORK HARD. EAT SOUP.
9922 Water Stree #7F, Ephraim, WI (Behind Leroy’s)

OPEN YEAR AROUND
Mówimy po polsku

lieved her. The
angry craftsman
maintained that
he himself had
snatched the belt
from her hands
and that the people who were in
the market were
his witnesses. In
his opinion that
was
sufficient
evidence to sentence the woman
to a punishment
by flagellation
and
imprisonment in the city
dungeon.
The unfortunate woman
explained that
the belt was
thrown to the ground by the
escaping thief who saw he was
being chased. She claimed she
had only picked it up to return
it to its rightful owner. The
widow’s explanation did not
convince the King or his Council, especially in view of the
fact that there was not a single
person who would testify to her
innocence.
Sigismund Augustus, who
was sitting on a magnificent
throne, made a sign with his
sceptre and was about to announce the sentence when a
severe voice from under the
ceiling was suddenly heard in
Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Among all the Wawel Castle rooms the Head Hall makes
the biggest impression on its
visiters. From the height of the
ceiling the onlooker is carefully
watched by a number of eyes
belonging to the carved wooden heads. They were made
nearly five centuries ago by
two master carvers. Over the
years they have been witnesses of many important historical
events. They have seen Polish
kings carrying out their duties,
receiving foreign envoys, holding meetings, and passing judgments.

the hall: “King Augustus, pass
a just sentence.” The people
gathered in the hall were all
amazed at the courage of this
person who dared to contradict
the king. However, the general astonishment became even
greater when everybody, including the monarch, directed
their eyes upwards to where
the voice was coming from and
they beheld the mouth of one of
the heads still moving.
After this incident had happened, there was nobody who
dared to doubt the widow’s in-

nocence and both the king and
the haberdasher compensated
the woman for the wrong done
to her. Yet, on the king’s order,
the court sculptor put a wooden band over the carved head’s
mouth. Although it had spoken
up in a good cause, nobody
wanted it to interfere with any
royal judgments in the future.
The head is still gagged
with the wooden band, though
nowadays no trials or councils
are held in Wawel Castle.
(from Legendary Cracow
by Ewa Basiura)
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Casimir Pulaski Days hosts Casimir & Coffee
for businesses November 29th
An informational meeting on Casimir Pulaski Days, will be held on Thursday, November
29, 2018 at The Polish Chic-N Coffee, Gifts, and
Bistro at 9:15 a.m. If you are a business or an organization that would like to learn more on how
to get involved or to help sponsor this week long
event, you are encouraged to attend this meeting.
For the past six years, Promote Pulaski, Inc.
a 501c3 non-profit corporation has helped to promote Pulaski by hosting “Casimir Pulaski Days”
along with many businesses and organizations
that have sponsored the event. Casimir Pulaski
Day is a holiday celebrated around the country,
on the first Monday in March, honoring revolutionary war hero, General Casimir Pulaski.
One of the goals of the non-profit organization has been to educate the public about Count
Pulaski and why this community was named after
him. Bringing awareness not only to the residents
of Pulaski, but to neighboring communities, the
schools and businesses is another goal of the organization. In addition to this, the non-profit is focused on tourism and business growth for Pulaski,
hoping to make Pulaski, Wisconsin a destination
to visitors from around the world.
This year the event will be held, March 3–
March 10th, 2019. A Polka Mass will be held on
Sunday, March 3, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. music by
The New Generation Polka Band at Assumption
Blessed Virgin Mary Church. Following mass, the
Largest Pie Auction in US History held at in the
ABVM School gym, tentatively set for 12:15 p.m.
Maria Deau a local Pulaski artist will be featured
at the pie auction and other events during the
week. Casimir Pulaski Days will consist of Polish music, food and dancing for all. Local bands;
Aaron Socha’s Polish Power, The Marsozek
Brothers, Concertina Rich, Polka Dynamics and
The IPA Band from Chicago will be providing entertainment.
New for this year is the Historic Pulaski
Bus Tour and Chicken Booyah & Lunch with
Casimir. On Friday, March 8th, Cocktails of Pulaski will be the host to the Booyah Luncheon from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. This will be followed by a
presentation on Casimir Pulaski. The Historic Bus
Tour will feature a two hour historic ride through
Pulaski and surrounding committees with historic
stories that will lead passengers through time. The
cost for the bus ride is $5. The tour will end with

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

BY TAMMY BRZECZKOWSKI

Gen. Casimir Pulaski

a visit at the Pulaski Museum compliments of
the Pulaski Area Historical Society (PAHS). The
museum will be open additional hours throughout the week, along with providing specialized
tours for over 300 Pulaski area students. Finally,
St. Casimir Church of Krakow will hold a mass
celebration and brunch on Sunday, March 10 as
an ending to the week-long celebration.
Currently the organization is bringing on
board sponsors for this huge event. If you have
a business or organization interested in sponsoring or participating in this historic event contact
Tammy at 920-822-4450 for more information on
how you can take part in this event or email your
inquiry to promotepulaski@gmail.com. You can
also visit the website: www.casimirpulaskidays.
com for sponsorship information.
Casimir Pulaski Day is an event of Promote
Pulaski, Inc., which is a non-profit 501c3 organization that promotes educating, marketing and
building business and tourism in Pulaski, Wisconsin and surrounding communities focusing our
uniqueness and historic past. The Casimir Pulaski
committee meets monthly.
tammy@dynamicdesiginspulaski.com
promotepulaski@gmail.com
920-822-4450

Epiphany or Three Kings’ Day in Poland

Carol singers in Kraków

Carol singers

Photo: Flickr

The holiday commemorates the
Biblical visit of the Three Magi to little
Jesus soon after he was born. The Wise

Three Kings Parade in Cracow

A several-page custom-researched
analysis of a Polish surname will make an
unusual and memorable Polish-themed
gift for a loved one (or yourself ).
It will explain the name’s meaning,
how it originated, how many people
share it, where they are from and whether a noble coat of arms accompanies it. If
one is found, you will receive its illustration and learn the story behind it.
To order, kindly airmail a $19 personal or bank (cashier’s)
check or money order (adding $13 for each additional surname you wish to have researched) to Polonia’s long-standing Warsaw correspondent and onomastician (name researcher):
ROBERT STRYBEL
UL. KANIOWSKA 24 • 01-529 WARSAW, POLAND
Included is a helpful genealogical contact sheet to help
check your family records in Poland, track down ancestral
homesteads and possibly even turn up long-lost relatives.
For more information please contact: research60@gmail.com

Don’t be surprised if on January 6
you experience a bit of traffic congestion, as Polish streets are filled with vibrant parades. This is one of the most
popular ways of celebrating the holiday,
although quite a recent one. Polish people recreate the procession in which the
Magi arrived to Jesus, and it is done in
grand fashion. The actors ride on camels, or in a less exotic manner, on horses, while passing out sweet treats to the
children. Families gather on the routes to
watch the fairytale-like show.

Men, after a long journey from the East,
found the barn where the baby was born
and paid homage to him. Each of them
brought a gift (myrrh, frankincense and
gold), which are still present in some rituals of the Roman Catholic Church. The
event is seen as the epiphany – literally
the manifestation of Jesus as the Son of
God. Today Christians observe this day
as a joyous occasion, enjoyed especially
by the children, for whom it is difficult to
forget about colorful Christmas festivities.

At war’s end, he made his
way from Germany to Italy and
finally to the United States in
1952.
Six million Poles lost their
lives in the war. Three million
were Catholics and three million were Jewish. “We wanted
freedom, and before the war
Poland had freedom of religions.”

Consider a gift of Polish heritage!

Processions

BY EWELINA NURCZYK

On January 6, Polish people stop for
a while to catch their breath after Christmas and enjoy this bank holiday. See
how the feast of Epiphany is celebrated
throughout the country and learn about
Polish traditions related to this family-oriented festival.

I hope you find WWII stories as interesting as I do.
Mark Rudnicki fought in
the Polish Resistance Army.
His resistance name was Emir
(Prince). Mark and a small
band of resistance fighters took
over Warsaw’s telephone exchange, one of the city’ s tallest
buildings. “Once we got inside,
the Germans were throwing
grenades and shooting.” We
won the building floor by floor.
Mark and a friend “ran to the
top of the building and took
down the German flag,” putting
the Polish one in its place.

The processions are usually accompanied by groups of carol singers
called kolędnicy. These are usually
young men, who in the past used to go
from house to house to entertain their
neighbors with vocal performances. In
exchange they received some money,
small gifts or simply food and drink.
Nowadays, cheerful singers also dress
up, usually as goats, horses, shepherds
or even Death itself, and carry around
a colorful star. Their activity, however, is now limited only to assisting the
Epiphany celebrations, as the tradition
of house-visiting is slowly dying out,
even in the countryside.

Mark your door
On January 6, Catholics visit
churches in order to bring home a piece
of blessed chalk. It is used to mark their
front door with letters C+M+B, which
stand for the initials of the Three Kings’
names – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar,
but also are an acronym for the Latin
phrase may Christ bless this house. Usually, the letters are followed by the current year.

Bank holiday
One last thing you need to know
about the Epiphany in Poland is that
it has been a bank holiday since 2011.
All the offices, major shops, fast-food
chains and shopping malls are closed.
However, most restaurants and bars
should be open, as Polish people love
to spend this holiday eating out with
friends and family. Join them and enjoy
your day off!
Now, as you know how Polish people spend their bank holiday on January
6, you can see whether it is worth introducing some traditions from your own
country. Maybe the French can bake
their Polish friends a real galette des
Rois, while the Italian drop a gift or two
from their Befana? Let us know how you
celebrate this day!

