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UPCOMING EVENTS

continued on p. 4

Volunteers Needed—Art Street 2021
As many of you know, PHS participates in several fund-raising 

activities throughout the year as a means to grow and preserve our 
Polish Heritage. Art Street is one of those events that has served us 
well in the past, so we will host a booth again this year in Green Bay 
on Aug 28-29. For more details regarding this event, visit the Art 
Street website at: www.mosaicartsinc.org/artstreet 

This event was very well attended last year, and we experienced 
strong traffic through our booth. We are need of volunteers to not 
only help set up/tear down, but more importantly, to spend some 
time in the booth visiting with people of Polish decent and shar-
ing our Polish heritage. Again this year, we will have Polish related 
items for sale during the event.  

This is a good way for our readers and membership to get in-
volved and help strengthen our local Polish Heritage. If you’re able 
to spend a few hours of your time during the event, please contact 
me directly at 920-366-2921 or via email at jlaka57@gmail.com. 

I look forward to hearing from each of you. 
John Laka
PHS Vice President
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Września Children Strikes 
Fighting for the Right to Speak Polish

IRENA FRĄCZEK

After centuries of quiet obscurity, a lit-
tle town of Września in west-central Poland, 
suddenly started making headlines across the 
world. The year was 1901, a cause célèbre was a 
group of brave Polish children rebelling against 
the ban on using Polish language in Prussian 
schools – ultimately throwing an unforgiving 
spotlight on the abhorrent and ruthless nature 
of germanization policies in the Prussian parti-
tion of Poland. 

Września is located in Greater Poland 
(Wielkopolska), about 30 miles south-east of 
Poznań, and 15 miles south of Gniezno, two 
historically Polish cities vying for the title of 
the first capital of Poland. The Gniezno and 
Poznań region fell under the Prussian rule in 
1793, in the course of second partition of Po-
land (ending also the short life of May 3 Con-
stitution enacted in 1791). 

From Prussian perspective, Polish inhabi-
tants of the annexed area stood in the way of 
German eastward expansion (Drang nach Os-

ten), a medieval idea embraced in the 19th cen-
tury Prussian Kingdom. The main strategies for 
doing away with the obstacle included eradica-
tion of Polish land ownership and unrelenting 
suppression of Polish culture (Kulturkampf). 

Step by step, Poles and Polish language 
were being removed from administration, 
courts, cultural institutions and academia. In 
schools, restrictions on teaching in Polish ap-
plied to the increasing groups of subjects. Simi-
lar restrictions were taking place in schools and 
by 1873, only religion could be taught in Pol-
ish. Then in March 1901, a mandatory switch to 
German was ordered.

In Września’s Catholic People’s School 
(Katolicka Szkoła Ludowa), implementation of 
the new rule began with the arrival of re-printed 
catechisms on April 1. Yet children declined to 
accept the books and refused to speak German 
in religion classes. Children were disciplined 
by spending time in isolation rooms but facing 
an implacable defiance, unscrupulous German 
teachers turned to caning. On May 15, a town 
meeting with prominent politicians was held 
and a solemn note of disapproval was sent to 
the authorities. Then the situation escalated to 
the explosive level just five days later.

On May 20, the school staff subjected 14 
students to prolonged beating. Hearing the 
screams of children flogged inside, desperate 

parents and other concerned citizens tried to en-
ter the school to stop the brutality. The school 
called police to disperse the crowd and 26 adults 
were put on trial for public disturbance, rebel-
lion, interference with public duties and other 
criminal offences. The so-called “Gniezno tri-
al” ended on November 19, 1901 with sentenc-
es of imprisonment ranging from 2 months to 
2.5 years. The harshest penalty went to the im-
poverished woman taking care of her 7 children 
and elderly mother. 

Despite the inconceivable hardship for 
some of the defendant’s families, the Leipzig 
tribunal upheld the ruling on April 12, 1902. 
The defiant children were forced to stay in 
school for one year longer than required by 
law. The authorities also went after the com-
mittees organizing aid to the affected families. 
New court cases were filed against a school 
physician who certified the seriousness of chil-
dren injuries and other witnesses testifying ear-
lier for the defense. Even the local photogra-
pher was sentenced to 40 days in jail for taking 
just three pictures of people involved in the dra-

ma. Two other people were slapped with lesser 
sentences for helping to store and distribute the 
photos (see the insert to the right).

Despite the trials, continuing use of corpo-
ral punishment and other repressions, children 
strikes spread to larger areas. Yet they started 
waning after amnesty was declared in 1903, 
yet the last holdouts held tight until the sum-
mer of 1904. A new wave of strikes in 1905 en-
gulfed about 800 schools in Poznań and Byd-
goszcz regions. The last surge of strikes took 
place in years 1906-1907 with participation 
reaching 75,000 students. But it was the spark 
of Września, where 159 children rebelled at the 
peak of activities, that left the deepest trace in 
the history of those events.

The Września children strikes quickly 
gained widespread attention in partitioned Po-
land and across Europe. Support for the chil-
dren, parents and their defenders as conveyed 
in press was overwhelming. This was true even 
for the heavily censored newspapers in Russian 
partition, itself subject to unrelenting russifica-
tion. 

As it could be expected, German news-
papers followed two different paths. In gener-
al, Social Democrats opposing the germaniza-
tion policies on Polish lands, while nationalists 
defended them staunchly. The latter sentiment 

The Września Children Monument in Września, Poland

Polish Independence Day
On Sunday November 7 

the Wisconsin PAC will host 
its annual Polish Indepen-
dence Day/Veterans Day Lun-
cheon at the beautiful Polish 
Center of Wisconsin in Frank-
lin. 

This year Ms. Irena 
Fraczek of Madison and Mr. 
Frank Czarnecki of Green Bay 
will be honored recipients of 
the Congressman Clement J. 
Zablocki Civic Achievement 
Award for their valued contri-
butions to our community.

All are invited to attend!
The Wisconsin PAC in-

augurated this annual event 
on November 11, 1998 – the 
then 80th Anniversary of Po-
land’s proclamation of inde-
pendence in Warsaw – the 
very same day World War I 
ended on the Western Front in 
France. This day is a nation-
al holiday in Poland and is com-
memorated as Veterans Day 
in the United States. Over the 
years more than 70 dedicated 
men individuals have been hon-
ored at this event for their con-
tributions to our Polish Amer-
ican community, our State and 
out Country.

•
The Polish American Con-

gress was founded in Buffalo, 
New York in May 1944 – just 
days before the World War II 
Normandy invasion at a mas-
sive gathering attended by 
2,500 delegates from all over 
the country. The aim of the PAC 
was to support the cause of a 
free and independent postwar 
Poland, to reaffirm the commit-
ment by millions of Americans 
of Polish origin to our country’s 
values, and to educate our fel-
low Americans about our rich 
history and culture. The PAC 
has been true to its founding 
mission ever since. 

In August 1980 the PAC 
was the first American orga-
nization to support the cause 
of the Solidarity union born 
in Gdansk. The PAC worked 
hard for Poland’s freedom – 
achieved in 1989, and was a 
key force in the decision by the 
U.S. government to admit Po-
land into NATO in 1999. Wis-
consin PAC members played 
important roles in that great ef-
fort. 

Today the people of Poland 
are not just friends of the Amer-
ican people – something they 
have always been. Today’s Po-
land is one of our closest allies. 

In Wisconsin, our PAC was 
a decisive factor in creating the 
Polish Studies Committee and 
the many programs it has spon-
sored since 1979 at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

Our state division has en-
thusiastically supported the 
beautiful Polish Center in 
Franklin, Wisconsin, and the 
annual Polish Festival on Mil-
waukee’s Lakefront. Our mem-
bers have helped in the fund 
raising efforts to preserve the 
monumental St Josaphat Basil-
ica in Milwaukee and the resto-
ration of the Kosciuszko mon-
ument. And we proudly sup-
port the work of all the organi-
zations of Polish Americans in 
Wisconsin.

To learn more about us 
please look at our website or 
contact our President, David 
Rydzewski (david.rydzewski@
att.net) 

Don Pienkos

•
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MEMBERSHIP  
FORM

q Your date of birth    q Where in Poland are you from:   City ______________ Area _____________I don’t know _____
What articles do you like to read the most:   q Polish News   q Events in WI   q Recipes   q Traditions/History    
q Famous Poles   q Language info   q News from the Board   q Polish stories   q Other _______________

How did you hear about us?:   q Website   q Social media site like Facebook    
q Complimentary newspaper at _______________    q Friend or family   q Other _______________

PAUL ZWICKER, 255 TERRAVIEW DRIVE, GREEN BAY, WI 54301

Name:  ___________________________________________________  Phone No.:  _______________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ____________  Email*:  ____________________

MEMBERSHIP:  q Individual per year $20 q Couple/Family per year $25  q Lifetime Member $300 

PAYMENT:   q Cash  q Check No.:  __________ New Exp. Date:  ____________  Donations to the organization: $ ___________

For any address changes
please contact:

PAUL ZWICKER
 255 TERRAVIEW DRIVE

GREEN BAY, WI 54301

Please indicate the types of activities in which you might enjoy volunteering:

q Arti Gras (Feb)
q Paczki Day Party (Feb)
q Easter Party
q Public Relations
q Board Membership
q Polish Music event
q Website Design

q Art Street (Aug)
q Input to Newsletter
q Polish Mass (Oct)
q Christmas Party
q Other talents to share:

 ______________________________
* for PHS use only to send event reminders

POLISH 
HERITAGE 
SOCIETY 

OFFICERS 2020-2021

PRESIDENT
Malgosia Daugherty 

malgosiadaugherty@yahoo.com

1st VICE-PRESIDENT
John Laka

john.laka@cummins.com

SECRETARY
Asia Sprice

TREASURER
Paul Zwicker

zwickerp@aol.com

BOARD MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Tammy Brzeczkowski, Mike Brzezinski, 

Frank Czarnecki, Steven Karcz,  

Mark Riemer, Mike Wichowski

ART EDITOR
submit articles, photos,  

and advertising to:

Monika Pawlak  
PO BOX 286

Stevens Point, WI 54481-6452
Email: mdpawlak@yahoo.com

Thank You New  members,  
RENEWING MEMBERS, and Donors!

The Polish Heritage Society of Northeastern Wisconsin 
wishes to offer our appreciation and gratitude to Chester 
Dudkiewicz, Steven Karcz, and Rachel Liss for the very kind 
donations they included.

Members renewing through this issue’s publishing 
deadline include Adam & Eugenia Muller of Wisconsin 
Dells, Dave Wentland of De Pere, Dorothy Vanden Heuvel 
of Seymour, Chester Dudkiewicz of Green Bay, Susan 
Ciolek of Green Bay, Paul Drzewiecki of New London, Marie 
Revolinski of Madison, Kathy Denor of Oconto, Stacie 
Gorecki of Green Bay, Rachel Liss of Riverton, Wyoming, and 
Sunrise Dental of Green Bay. 

The Polish Heritage Society of Northeastern Wisconsin is 
pleased to welcome new members Steven Karcz of Pulaski, 
Kim Duffrin of Menominee, Michigan, and Kelly Balko of St. 
Charles, Minnesota as a gift of Kim Duffrin. Congratulations 
and witamy! It is wonderful to see this organization continue 
to grow and maintain. Dobrze jest mieć Was z nami!

Thank you to new members, renewing members, and 
donors. I appreciate the special notes you sometimes include 
which I may appropriately share with your Board of Directors. 
Thank you all for your support and interest in our Polish 
heritage. If you have any membership status or financial 
inquiries, please feel free to contact me. Also, your board 
officers’ contact information is listed in this newspaper and 
on the phsofnew.org website.

Paul Zwicker, Treasurer
zwickerp@aol.com
phsofnew@gmail.com

Polish firsts  
and innovations

COMPILED BY ROBERT STRYBEL

Although the Polish nation 
can boast an impressive list of 
pioneering individuals and out-
standing firsts, many of them 
remain unknown to the gen-
eral public. The following are 
among those worthy of note: 

 � POLAND’S FIRST KING: Bole-
slaus the Brave (992-1025), was 
known as a builder of military 
forts, bridges, churches and 
monasteries who introduced 
Poland’s first currency, the 
grzywna. He consolidated the 
country’s regions, and his suc-
cessful campaigns expanded its 
territory to include Bohemia, 
Moravia, Slovakia, Lusatia and 
Meissen. Poland acquired its 
own independent Church struc-
ture following a visit to Gniezno 
by German emperor Otto III in 
the year 1000.
 � MONK INVENTS BULLET-PROOF 

VEST: Incongruous as it may 
seem, it was a Polish Resur-
rectionist monk, Father Ka-
zimierz Żegleń, who invented 
the bullet-proof vest in the late 
19th century. He later teamed 
up with Polish entrepreneur 
Jan Szczepanik to mass-pro-
duce the woven-silk vests. They 
gained popularity when their 
protective material saved the 
life of Spain’s King Alfonso 
XIII who survived an assassi-
nation attempt on his wedding 
day in 1901.
 � NIHIL NOVI: A 1505 act whose 

full name in Latin translat-
ed as “Nothing New without 
Common Consent.” It was way 
ahead of its time in limiting the 
power of the king who thence-
forth could not impose any new 
laws without the consent of 
parliament. Thereby, the Pol-

ish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
effectively became Europe’s 
first parliamentary democracy 
centuries before that polity be-
came the norm.
 � FATHER OF THE OIL INDUSTRY: Ig-

nacy Łukasiewicz (1822-1882), 
a pharmacist and engineer 
from Lwów (then under Aus-
trian occupation), could rightly 
be called the “Father of the Oil 
Industry,” He was the first to 
distill seep oil into kerosene, 
invent the kerosene lamp and 
introduce Europe’s first kero-
sene street lamp. He also built 
the world’s first oil well and 
modern oil refinery. A patriot-
ic philanthropist, Łukasiewicz 
supported the 1863 anti-Russian 
insurrection, assisted Polish ref-
ugees, founded a church, chapel 
and spa resort.
 � EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW: Now 

taken for granted. this was a 
revolutionary concept when 
proclaimed by Polish Renais-
sance theologian and political 
writer Andrzej Frycz Modrze-
wski (1503-1572). He advocat-
ed equal penalties for murder 
whether the victim was a noble 
or peasant and advocated giv-
ing all social classes the right 
to own land. His crowning trea-
tise De Republica emendanda 
(On improving the Republic) 
was translated into different 
languages and was widely read 
across Renaissance Europe. His 
pro-Protestant leanings put him 
in jeopardy of being declared a 
heretic, but he was protected by 
Polish King Zygmunt August.
 � WĄSAL BROTHERS: One of the 

world’s biggest and most suc-
cessful media companies was 
originally known as Warner 

Brothers Pictures. Its founders, 
Aaron, Szmul and Hirsz, were 
Polish immigrants of Jewish de-
scent from the village of Kras-
nosielc in Poland’s Mazowsze 
voivodeship (province). They 
Americanized their first names 
to Albert, Sam and Harry and 
adopted the more WASP-sound-
ing surname Warner. It had 
originally been Wąsal, the Pol-
ish word for a mustachioed 
male.
 � FIRST MOVIE CAMERA: In 1894, 

Polish inventor Kazimierz 
Prószyński (1875-1945) invent-
ed the Pleograph, the world’s 
first motion-picture filming and 
projecting device – a year earli-
er than France’s much vaunted 
Lumière Brothers. “He was the 
first in cinematography, and I 
was the second,” Louis Lumière 
remarked. Prószyński later in-
vented the world’s first hand-
held movie camera, and used 
it to film the 1911 coronation of 
Britain’s King George V.
 � TEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL KING: Ten-

year-old Jadwiga (Hedwig), the 
daughter of King Louis of Hun-
gary, was crowned King of Po-
land in 1384 to end a two-year 
interregnum. She continued 
using her royal title even after 
marrying Lithuanian Duke Jag-
iełło who in 1386 was crowned 
King of Poland. Jadwiga was 
known for her deep religious 
devotion as well as her patron-
age of the arts and learning 
and personally led the Polish 
army to prevent the takeover of 
Ukraine by Hungary. She was 
canonized by Pope John Paul II 
in 1997.
 � POLAR EXPLORER OF MANY TAL-

ENTS: Henryk Arctowski (1871–
1958) studied and worked in 
Belgium, France and the US and 
was one of the first researchers 
to explore the South Pole in win-
ter. Of distant German ancestry, 
he was born in Warsaw as Hen-
ryk Artzt but later changed it 
to Arctowski to emphasize his 
Polish heritage. Arctowski’s 
scientific career encompassed 
geodesics, geophysics, meteor-
ology, climate change, ocean-
ography and glaciology. He also 
prepared a report on Poland 
for the post-World War I Par-
is Peace Conference. Poland’s 
South Pole research outpost is 
known as the Arctowski Polish 
Antarctic Station. 

 � BENEDICT OF POLAND (c.1200- 
c.1280): Contrary to widespread 
belief, Italy’s Marco Polo was 
not the first European to travel 
to the Far East. Those who had 
preceded him included a Polish 
Franciscan Friar as Benedictus 
Polonus (Benedict of Poland), 
personally chosen by Pope In-
nocent IV as the papal delegate 
to accompany the expedition of 
Giovanni da Pian del Carpine. 
Benedict met the Great Khan 
Güyük of the Mongolian Em-
pire and presented him with a 
letter from the pope. The Polish 
friar’s account of the trip includ-
ed a copy of the Khan’s reply. 
 � COMPUTER PIONEER: By the 

time 20-year-old student Bill 
Gates first read about minicom-
puters in a 1975 issue of Popular 
Electronics, in 1960 Polish IT 
pioneer Jacek Karpiński had 
received a UNESCO award for 
his research into artificial in-
telligence. Already in 1971 he 
had constructed his K-202, one 
of the first mini-computers. But 
it was never mass-produced be-
cause computer science in Po-
land was controlled by Moscow. 
Karpiński, who had belonged 
to the Home Army (AK) dur-
ing the war, became a livestock 
farmer, and after the commu-
nist regime imposed martial 
law in 1981, he emigrated to 
Switzerland.
 � NEMINEM CAPTIVABIMUS: The 

English are proud of their Ha-
beas Corpus Act of 1679 which 
prevented imprisonment with-
out a court injunction and is 
regarded as one of the most im-
portant statutes in British legal 
history. Poland had a similar 
law known by the Latin name: 
Neminem captivabimus nisi 
iure victum. That translates 
to “We shall imprison no-one 
without a court verdict.” It was 
introduced towards the end of 
his 48-year-long reign by King 
Władysław Jagiełło as part of a 
packet of privileges he issued in 
1430-1433. 
 � NAGRA RECORDER: Ste-

fan Kudelski (1931-2013), who 
managed to flee Poland with 
his family ahead of its 1939 
joint German-Soviet invasion, 
settled in Switzerland where he 
developed his pioneering Nagra 
tape recorder. He named it Na-
gra which in Polish means “it 
will record.” Kudelski’s inven-

tion was a boon to the broad-
casting and movie industry. He 
continued producing improved 
Nagra models on into the 1990s 
and won numerous awards in-
cluding three Oscars.
 � OUTSTANDING SCI-FI WRITER: 

Stanisław Lem (1921-2006) was 
undoubtedly Poland’s greatest 
writer specializing in sci-fi lit-
erature. His novels dealing with 

fictional space expeditions and 
encounters with alien civiliza-
tions often contained a philo-
sophical message applicable to 
issues facing people on planet 
Earth. Some works satirized 
life under communism, but 
Lem deftly disguised his humor 
to make it past the censors. His 
books were translated into 40 
differently languages and had 
a total print run of 30 million 
copies.
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Gdańsk and Kaszuby
ASIA SPICE

It has been three years since 
I last saw my family in Poland, 
and my heart yearns for all the 
familiar places and foods from 
home! Yes, I left Poland in 1998, 
but I still call it home. Over the 
years, I have tried to visit regu-
larly in the summer – sometimes 
for a couple of weeks, some-
times for a little longer if I didn’t 
teach summer classes – but my 
move to Wisconsin in 2019 and 
then the pandemic have made 
me unable to go.

My hometown is the city of 
Gdańsk in the north of Poland. It 
is a place steeped in history, dat-
ing back to 997 AD, which over 
the centuries was under Polish, 
Prussian, and German rule and 
also a free-city state. Because of 
its location at the mouth of the 
Vistula river, it was along the 
main historic trade routes from 
the south of Europe, and be-
ing on the Baltic Sea gave it ac-
cess to Scandinavian and West-
ern European ports. In fact, be-
tween the 13th and 17th centu-
ry, Gdańsk belonged to the Han-
seatic League, which brought to 
it commerce and science from 
the West. The charming mer-
chant townhouses of Gdańsk’s 
Old Town, each uniquely de-
signed and decorated, resem-
ble the architecture of the Neth-
erlands, northern Germany, and 
Denmark more than of Krakow 
or Warszawa. Unlike most Pol-
ish cities, Gdańsk also does not 
have a central market square – 
the Royal Way consisting of Uli-
ca Długa (Long Street) and Dłu-
gi Targ (the Long Market) func-
tions at the heart of the city. This 
is where the famous Neptune 
Fountain is, in front of the Ar-
tus’ Court, with the Gothic town 
hall towering right over them. 
Just a block away is St. Mary’s 
Church, the biggest brick build-
ing in the world, although ma-
ny gothic and baroque church 
steeples and spires dot the area. 
Another landmark not to miss 
is the Gdańsk Crane from the 
15th century on the Motława ca-
nal. It was once used for load-
ing and unloading goods. Take 
a stroll along the nearby streets, 
each named after saints and the 
tradesmen once occupying the 
areas, admire amber jewelry and 
local art in galleries, sip coffee 
and enjoy delicious baked goods 
in small outdoor cafes.

For panoramic views of the 
city, climb the town hall tow-
er or St. Mary’s Church tow-
er – from there you will see all 
of the Old Town, as well as the 
river delta, the shipyards, and 
some of the newer suburbs sur-
rounding the city center. Speak-
ing of the shipyards, it was there 
that the Solidarity movement 
was born. Solidarity started as a 
trade union, but became a pow-
erful organization that opposed 
the communist party rule, lead-
ing to massive (and often vio-
lent) national strikes and eventu-
ally to the fall of communism in 
1989. Lech Wałęsa, the head of 
Solidarity since 1980, was later 
elected president and recipient 
of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Other famous Gdańsk citi-
zens include: the astronomer Jo-
hannes Hevelius, physicist Dan-
iel Fahrenheit (whose tempera-
ture scale you use every day), 
philosopher Arthur Schopen-
hauer, author Günter Grass, as 
well as numerous more contem-
porary artists and politicians.

While Gdańsk has a long 
and vibrant history, today it is 
also a bustling modern city. A 
tree-lined boulevard connects it 
with its neighbors Sopot, which 
grew in size and popularity as a 
trendy German resort town in 
the 19th century, and Gdynia, 
a thriving seaport and business 
hub. Together, the three munic-
ipalities form the Tri-City met-
ropolitan area, flanked by sandy 
beaches in the east and the for-
ested hills of the Tri-City Land-
scape Park in the west.

When given a little more 
time in the region, here are a few 
of my personal favorite places to 
visit:

Malbork is a smaller city 
south-east of Gdańsk. Its claim 
to fame is the enormous Teuton-
ic Knights’ Castle, added to the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. 
In early 1200s, the German Teu-
tonic Knights were invited to 
settle in the area of East Prussia 

to covert pagans to Christiani-
ty, but their power extended be-
yond religion. In fact, it was on-
ly after the Battle of Grunwald 
in 1410 that the order’s wealth 
and political and military influ-
ence began to decline. It takes 
at least 3 hours to tour the cas-
tle from its moats and defensive 
walls to towers and three resi-
dential wings. On summer eve-
nings, you can enjoy a sound-
and-light show on the walls of 
the castle.

Kwidzyn and Gniew are 
two other nearby towns with 
Teutonic castles, considerably 
smaller than Malbork, but still 
picturesque thanks to their lo-
cation on the banks of the Wisla 
(Vistula) river. The Gniew cas-
tle grounds host jousting tourna-
ments and medieval fairs com-
plete with feast, dances, and du-
els in costumes.

If you still have time to 
push south, Toruń is a must-see! 
The city boasts over 300 list-
ed historical buildings, and its 
whole Old Town was inscribed 
on UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List. The town hall tower offers 
views of the city and the mighty 
Wisła. Apart from historic ar-
chitecture, Toruń is known for 
two reasons: Nicolaus Coper-
nicus and gingerbread. Coper-
nicus, the famous astronomer, 
mathematician, physician who 

discovered that the Earth rotates 
around the Sun and not the other 
way around, was born in Toruń. 
Toruń pierniki (gingerbread) are 
a local specialty, and in the past 
they were intricately shaped and 
decorated. These days, you can 
buy hard or soft pierniki, cov-
ered in chocolate, glazed, or 
plain. Whichever you prefer – 
you must try them!

The Hel Peninsula is Po-
land’s longest and most peculiar 
peninsula separating the Gulf 
of Gdańsk from the open Baltic 
Sea. The spit is as narrow as 200 
yards in some places, so you can 
see both bodies of water with-
in minutes! The peninsula is a 
popular summer destination be-
cause of its beaches; off-season 
it’s home to quiet fishing villag-
es. The northernmost point in 
Poland, the Rozewie Cape, sits 
at the base of the peninsula. Vis-
it the Rozewie lighthouse for a 
lovely view of the Baltic coast. 

West of the town of Łeba 
on the Baltic coast are the shift-
ing dunes of the Słowiński Na-
tional Park. You might feel that 
you’re in a desert because some 
of the dunes are huge!  The high-
est one is over 140 feet tall.  The 
dunes are a sight to see. Because 
of the coastal winds, they con-

stantly move. The beach is wide, 
and the cold Baltic water is crys-
tal clear.

West of Gdańsk there’s 
Kaszuby (Kashubia). For mod-
ern city folk, Kashubia now 
typically means the Kashubian 
Lake District, as the retreating 
ice-age glaciers left behind pic-
turesque moraine hills and hun-
dreds of lakes. Tri-City resi-
dents have their cabins there - 
much like Wisconsinites “up 
north”. But actually, Kashubia is 
an ethnically distinct area with 
its own language and culture. 
Kashubian embroidery is easi-
ly recognizable with its flowery 
motifs and a small range of col-
ors: green, 3 shades of blue, yel-
low, red, and black, reflecting 
the local landscape.

DID YOU KNOW?
Westerplatte – a peninsu-

la with a small Polish army base 
where the first shots of World 
War II were fired from the ship 
Schleswig-Holstein on Septem-
ber 1, 1939. The outnumbered 
Polish soldiers defended the ar-
ea for seven days.

Gdańsk was almost com-
pletely destroyed at the end of 
WW II by the entering Soviet 
Army who wanted to annihilate 
“the nest of Germanization”.  

Oliwa Cathedral – a Cis-
tercian basilica dating back to 

Polish Genealogy and Workshops
Polish Heritage Society 

and the Pulaski Area Commu-
nity Education (PACE) office 
will be presenting two infor-
mative sessions this fall. Both 
of the presentations will be at 
no cost to members of PHS and 
both will be at Pulaski High 
School at 1040 S St Augustine 
St in the Large Group Instruc-
tion (LGI) room. This is locat-
ed just inside the front doors of 
the school. There will be $15 
fee for non-members. 

On October 12th will be 
Polish Genealogy. This will 
first cover basic genealogy and 
how to get started, and what 
your finished product may be. 
What tools are on-line and off-
line that are available to use. 
Which one’s cost money and 
which are free. What tools are 
at the library? There are specif-
ic Polish web sites to help track 
ancestors in Poland. Many re-
cords did survive the wars, and 
more records are being digi-
tized and available to us every 
year.

If you have been thinking 
of getting started on the gene-
alogy trail, this may be a good 
start for you.

Everyone will receive a 
printed copy of the presentation 
which contains numerous WEB 
links to help in your search. 

Next on November 1st will 
be Polish Workshop. In the 
workshop, Poland native Mal-
gosia Daugherty will help to 
create a deeper understand-
ing of Poland today. She will 
talk about the country’s his-
tory, traditions and things you 
should know about Poland be-
fore traveling there. Also, get 
a recipe for a traditional pol-
ish dish. Daugherty came to the 
United States at the age of 23. 
She graduated from the Acad-
emy of Economics in Kra-
kow, Poland and the University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay. She is 
the President of Polish Heritage 
Society in Green Bay. In No-
vember of 2017 she was award-
ed the Zablocki Achievement 
Award by the Polish American 
Congress for promoting Polish 
Heritage through education-
al, cultural and social activities. 

Complete the below regis-
tration form and mail to PACE 
to secure a seat. 

Mike Brzezinski 
& Malgosia Daugherty

PACE REGISTRATION FORM

Presentation to Attend:
___ Polish Genealogy, Tuesday Oct 12th, 7 to 8 PM
___ Polish Workshop, Monday Nov 1st from 6 to 8PM

Participant’s Name  _____________________________________
Address  _____________________________________________
City  ____________________________ ZIP  
Member of Polish Heritage Society of NE Wisconsin  o Yes   o No 
Home Phone  ____________  Cell Phone  ___________________
No Fee to members of the Polish Heritage Society. 
$15 Fee to non-members. 

Send completed form and the $15 check payable to Polish Heritage 
Society to: PACE Office, P.O. Box 36, Pulaski, WI 54162

Waiver Statement: The participant / Parent /Guardian assumes all 
responsibility in the case of injury or harm to participant. The Pulaski 
Community School District, their employees or agents or any volunteers or 
organizations associated with this activity will not be held responsible for 
any personal injury or loss that may occur in conjunction with this activity.

Signature  _____________________________________________

1186, famous for its magnifi-
cent wooden organ. When it is 
played, various decorations (an-
gels, the sun and moon) move. 
The cathedral is set in an exten-
sive park with fountains, creeks, 
and gardens.

Gdańsk Shakespeare The-
atre, completed in 2014 on the 
site where a former playhouse 
sat, hosts the annual Shake-
speare Festival. Plays are per-
formed in the theater, but al-

so along the streets of the Old 
Town.

Jarmark Dominikański 
(Dominican Fair) is the main 
summer festival in Gdańsk. 
Thousands of stalls selling ev-
erything from handicrafts, an-
tiques, jewelry, toys, and souve-
nirs line the narrow streets of the 
Old Town for two weeks in Au-
gust. There are colorful parades, 
concerts, fireworks, and sport 
events.
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For  a loved one (or yourself?)

A gift of Polish heritage?
Your Polish surname is a unique, personal possession which can 

indicate who your distant ancestor was. It may provide a clue as to his 
appearance, where he was from, what he did for a living or who his 
father was.

A custom-researched 
surname analysis can make an 
unusual and memorable gift 
for a loved one (or yourself ). It 
will show the meaning of your 
last name, how it originated, 
how many other people share 
it, where they are from and its 
coat of arms (if one exists). 

To order, kindly airmail a 
$19 personal or bank (cashier’s) 
check or money order (adding 
$15 for each additional name 
you want to have researched) 
to Polonia’s long-standing Warsaw correspondent and onomastician 
(name researcher):

ROBERT STRYBEL
UL. KANIOWSKA 24 • 01-529 WARSAW, POLAND

You will also be put in touch with professional English-speaking 
genealogists in Poland able to search for family records, help draw up 
family trees, photograph or film ancestral homesteads and graves or 
possibly even turn up surviving long-lost relatives.

If you prefer receiving the results electronically, please include 
your email address. For more information, kindly contact: strybel@
interia.pl 

(We continue our look at 
Kosciuszko’s involvement in 
America’s fight for indepen-
dence.)

Soon after the victory at 
Saratoga, it was decided that the 
new, permanent fortification on 
the Hudson would be built far-
ther south at West Point. Kos-
ciuszko was sent there as chief 
engineer. He was charged with 
planning and building hilltop 
forts, redoubts, gun emplace-
ments, breastworks, and troop 
barracks so strong as to elim-
inate any further danger of in-
vasion from Canada. West 
Point became “The Gibraltar of 
America,” and the British never 
tried to capture it.

During the early part of his 
assignment at West Point, Kos-
ciuszko’s work was pushed with 
emergency speed lest there be a 
British assault. Later, Washing-
ton established his headquarters 
nearby and the work proceeded 
at a more orderly pace. Wash-
ington himself was greatly in-
terested in it. Kosciuszko es-
corted him on trips of inspec-
tion. After one of them, this no-
tice was posted: Lost yesterday, 
a silver spur. Whoever shall 
bring it to Colonel Kosciuszko, 
shall have ten dollars reward.

At first, West Point was 
a fortress only. The Academy 
was not established until 1802. 
The first cadets were all engi-
neers. A treatise by Kosciuszko 
on employment of artillery was 
used as a text. The first mon-

ument erected at the Acade-
my was a tribute to Kosciusz-
ko commissioned and paid for 
by the cadets themselves. The 
monument still stands near a 
corner of the parade grounds on 
the site of one of the forts Kos-
ciuszko built.

During his long service at 
West Point, Kosciuszko found 
recreation in building a small 
flower garden in the steep cliff 
overlooking the Hudson. The 
army doctor at West Point 
wrote of it “abounding more in 
rocks than in soil” and he told 
how Kosciuszko had turned a 
little spring into a “curious wa-
ter fountain with spouting jets 
and cascades.” Kosciuszko’s 
garden and its tiny fountain are 
still perched on the side of the 
cliff. 

(to be continued)

Września Children Strikes
went on display in late 1901, when celebrated 
pianist Ignacy Jan Paderewski was booed and 
boycotted after declaring that proceeds from 
his concert in Germany will go to support the 
Września victims. Needless to say, Paderewski 
refused to perform in Germany.

In Europe, the strongest reactions were 
linked to other great Poles. Soon after the 
Gniezno verdict, Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846-
1916), the word-famous grandmaster of Polish 
language and 1905 Nobel prize winner, con-

demned its flagrant injustice in an open letter 
to the Prussian emperor. The letter was reprint-
ed in British press along the articles brimming 
with contempt for the Prussian anti-Polish pol-
icies. 

On the other hand, Maria Konopnicka 
(1842-1910), the greatest Polish female poet 
and writer of the time, and a soul acutely sen-

sitive to children suffering, worked tirelessly to 
publicize Września events during her prolonged 
stays in Italy. In response, about 120,000 Ital-
ians signed petition condemning the atroci-
ties perpetrated on Polish children by Prussian 

teachers. Let’s also not forget that memory of 
those events echoes in Konopnicka’s Rota, one 
of the best-known songs in Poland, viewed by 
some as a candidate for Polish anthem.

American Polonia quickly became aware 
of Września events as well. Published along-
side the emotionally charged appeal “to Polish 
mothers” penned by Henryk Sienkiewicz, the 
first reports in Polish-language press appeared 
in June 1901. The response of Polish-Ameri-
cans was spectacular. Numerous organizations 
called their members to action. Almost imme-

diately petitions started to circulate and orga-
nized protests began taking place in town halls 
and parishes of many major and smaller Amer-
ican cities. They peaked in January 1902 and 
according to some estimates, Chicago area 
demonstrations gathered around 25,000 Poles 
and their supporters on just one day (January 
26) alone. 

These actions helped the Polish cause in 
more ways than one. Thousands of dollars col-
lected to aid the children and their imprisoned 
defenders notwithstanding, the extent of op-
pression that Poles suffered in the partitioned 
Poland was most vividly brought to the atten-
tion of general public and the media. For indi-
vidual Polish Americans, it was a chance to re-
alize the strength of their spiritual connection 
to the ancestral homeland and native language. 
And for Polonia in general, an opportunity to 
experience power that arises from the organi-
zational unity and the potency of symbols that 
can earn sympathy and support for Polish caus-
es, while wearing away the image of a mighty 
opponents. 

Let’s pause and reflect on the significance 
of those historic events on their 120 Anniver-
sary. 

continued from p. 1

Szymon Furmanek’s photo of children striking in Września. Due to high demand and orders arriving 
from abroad and all partitions in Poland and abroad, the photo was reproduced on postcards. 

Children striking in Września sent some of the postcard to students in other schools  
as invitations to join the strikes.

Września-Wisconsin connection: 
One of Września children was 
Tekla Tomaszewska-Dembinski 
(1988-1978), who came to the US 
in 1909. She is buried in  
St. Adalbert Cemetery in 
Milwaukee, WI.
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